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Get to Work with a Tool Stool
Custom-made tool holders

My tool stool is designed to hold a load of tools. For interior 
storage, you’ve got a top tool tray (accessible beneath a hinged 
top), and two drawers. Outside, there’s storage space on the 
stool’s ends and back. On these outside surfaces, it makes sense 
to store the tools you are likely to use the most. You’ll need 
to make some special holders for your outer tools. This isn’t 
difficult to do if you make use of commonly available materials: 
scrap wood, magnets, dowels, T-nuts, and a spring clip or 
two. Take a look at the photos for some tips on these outside 
tool holders. And good luck in tricking out your tool stool!

How to trick out your 
TOOL STOOL

Embedded magnet

Routed recess, with 
embedded magnet

Full-depth cutout for hammer

Snug-fitting holes 
for countersinks

Dowel extends through 
hole in prybar

L-shaped 
screw-hooks for 
paintbrushes.

Folding 
utility knife 
clips onto 
aluminum 
crossbar.

Drill stopped hole for 
screwdriver, and hold 
shank with spring clip.

Notch in top of 
wood strip holds sliding 
bevel in place.

1/-20 
thumbscrew 
extends 
into T-nut.

Square can be 
friction-fit over 
wood strips 
made to fit 
openings.

Tape measure 
clips onto sheet 
metal crossbar.

1/4-20 
thumbscrew 
extends into 
T-nut.


